To evaluate whether the relationships between NS-SEC and the outcomes differed between the cohort and GP presentation studies of the IID2 study, an interaction term was added to the most parsimonious multivariate models for the IID symptom severity and sickness absence outcomes identified in the main analysis. This interaction term between NS-SEC (the primary exposure of interest) and study type, was not statistically significant in the models, indicating that the relationships between NS-SEC and the outcomes were not significantly different between the cohort and GP presentation studies. 
Symptom Severity Scoring System
The symptom severity score was derived from information on the presence/absence of nine symptoms, and the duration of four symptoms, which were self-reported by the cases. The presence and duration scores were multiplied, and the resulting product scores summed across the symptoms, creating an overall symptom severity score for each case. 
Sensitivity Analysis with Cases of All Ages and Stratified Results by Age
Multivariate analyses using the most parsimonious models for the IID symptom severity and sickness absence outcomes identified in the main analysis were repeated without applying age restrictions to the sample. Results stratified by children and adult age groups with the same lower and upper age limits as utilised in the main analysis are also presented. 
Sensitivity Analysis using Multiple Imputation
Multiple imputation by chained equations was used to estimate missing data values within the symptom severity, sickness absence and NS-SEC variables. Variables predictive of these three variables, variables that were predictive of data being missing within the three variables, and all of the variables used in the final regression models were included in the imputation model. In total, 40 imputed datasets were generated. Multivariate analyses using the most parsimonious models for the IID symptom severity and sickness absence outcomes identified in the main analysis were repeated using the imputed datasets. 
